Neuropathic pain in leprosy.
Neuropathic pain appears to be much more common in leprosy than has been generally appreciated. Emphasis in leprosy control programs has been on the distribution of multi-drug therapy, on early and better detection, and on the prevention of disability related to anesthetic limbs. Most have thus been inattentive to the problem of neuropathic pain in leprosy patients. Neuropathic pain does not respond to the usual analgesics employed for reactions, for example, and so it is important that those treating leprosy patients give this problem the special attention it requires, both in diagnosis and in treatment.